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[bookmark: _Toc256000022]Fresh longan and lychee for human consumption
[bookmark: _Toc396232115][bookmark: _Toc256000001][bookmark: _Toc256000012][bookmark: _Toc256000023]Case Description
Effective: 25 April 2020
This case describes the requirements for the importation of fresh longan or lychee for human consumption.
Import Destination: Australia
[bookmark: _Toc396232117][bookmark: _Toc256000002][bookmark: _Toc256000013][bookmark: _Toc256000024]Alerts
Removal of accompanied baggage as an approved mode of arrival from most fresh produce pathways
Effective: 25 April 2020 to 30 November 2020
The department has removed accompanied baggage as an approved mode of arrival from most fresh produce pathways. This change is required because the risk assessments that support import conditions for these goods are based on commercial production practices and a reliance on NPPO oversight, inspection and certification, and a high degree of product security and integrity. It is difficult to obtain assurance that these requirements have been met when goods are imported under passenger and mail pathways. Exceptions are due to historical precedence.
[bookmark: 97fb3eea-7141-47c8-8fe1-69df153bd06e]Further information
For further information please contact imports@agriculture.gov.au.
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[bookmark: _Toc256000004][bookmark: _Toc256000015][bookmark: _Toc256000026]Import Scenario Definition
[bookmark: 9d89665a26c74961b855d52d6361905b0][bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77][bookmark: _Toc256000027]Lychee — Country of origin is Viet Nam
[bookmark: _Toc256000028]Import Requirements
	a.
	A Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment import permit is not required.

	b.
	The lychees must be produced in Viet Nam in accordance with the relevant conditions and work plan.
To demonstrate compliance with this requirement you must present the following on a Phytosanitary certificate:
The additional declaration "The fruit in this consignment has been produced in Viet Nam in accordance with the conditions governing entry of fresh lychee fruit to Australia and in accordance with the Work Plan 'Export of Irradiated Fresh Fruit from Viet Nam to Australia'."

	c.
	Fresh lychees from Viet Nam must undergo mandatory irradiation with a minimum absorbed dose of 400 Gy at a treatment facility approved by the relevant Vietnamese authority. 
[bookmark: e3bc757f-d2eb-482b-9454-f6183a456c5f]Note: The maximum absorbed dose for lychees must not exceed 1 kGy as per the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (FSC) requirements. The FSC is administered by Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) and a copy of the code can be located on the FSANZ website.
To demonstrate compliance with this requirement you must present the following on a Phytosanitary certificate:
	i.
	1. the additional declaration "Irradiation at a minimum 400 Gy"
2. treatment facility name and number
3. treatment date
4. number of cartons in the consignment
5. container and seal numbers (for sea freight only)


AND 
You must present the following on an Irradiation treatment certificate:
	ii.
	The minimum and maximum (Dmin and Dmax) irradiation dose for the treatment.




	d.
	[bookmark: 7c732179-478c-4605-895c-99fc8078d4c1]An original phytosanitary certificate must accompany each consignment and must be correctly completed, see information on the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) website.

	e.
	Consignment must be free from all contaminants including pests and diseases (other than those that will be neutralised by the approved dose of irradiation), and trash such as leaves, stem material, soil, weed seeds, splinters, twigs and other plant material other than individual lychee fruit stalks.

	f.
	Consignments must be securely packaged at origin prior to treatment. One of the following secure packaging options must be used:
1. Packed in integral (fully enclosed) cartons with boxes having no ventilation holes and lids tightly fixed to the bases.
2. Cartons with ventilation holes must have the holes covered/sealed with a mesh/screen of no more than 1.6 mm pore size and not less than 0.16 mm strand thickness. Alternatively, the vent holes could be taped over.

	g.
	The packaging must be synthetic or highly processed if of plant origin. No unprocessed plant material such as straw may be included in the packaging.

	h.
	The following information must be printed on each carton:
1. Treatment Facility Code (TFC)
2. Treatment Identification Number (TIN)

	i.
	Treated product must be protected from pest contamination at all times during and after packing, treatment, storage and movement between locations. Product inspected and certified by the Vietnamese authority must be maintained under secure conditions to prevent mixing with fruit for export to other destinations or for the domestic market.

	j.
	Containers must have been inspected by the Vietnamese authority prior to loading to ensure pest freedom and that the vents are covered to prevent entry of pests.

	k.
	Consignments must be inspected and cleared by biosecurity officers at the first point of entry. No air or land bridging (i.e. movement of consignments by air or land within Australian territory) will be permitted until the fruit has been released from biosecurity control.

	l.
	If any biosecurity risk material is detected which may not have been mitigated by the irradiation treatment, the consignment must be held at the importer's expense and subjected to either:
1. appropriate treatment to address the biosecurity risk, or
2. export, or
3. disposal.

	m.
	Should any discrepancy be found with the produce or certification (indicating a possible system breakdown), the produce will be detained until the Client Contact Group Canberra (Appendix 1) can determine the cause of the breakdown and provide advice on the appropriate remedial action. Remedial action in Australian territory may include further inspection, treatment, export or disposal.

	n.
	Consignments that have a phytosanitary certificate which is not correctly endorsed, or where the original phytosanitary certificate has not been sighted by the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, will be held pending presentation of a correctly filled out and original phytosanitary certificate. The department will accept appropriately amended or re-issued phytosanitary certificates (including faxed or scanned copies transmitted directly to the department from the certifying authority).

	o.
	The department may review the import policy any time after trade begins or when the pest and phytosanitary status in Viet Nam has changed.

	p.
	[bookmark: e5028423-2d8b-4371-98ae-ee6371e37971][bookmark: 34d2a155-97dc-4f3c-8640-f1387a5d4500][bookmark: 9333a18e-d02d-456f-973d-92257551b3c7]Under the Biosecurity Charges Imposition (General) Regulation 2016 and Chapter 9, Part 2 of the Biosecurity Regulation 2016, fees are payable to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment for all services. Detail on how the department applies fees and levies may be found in the Charging guidelines.

	q.
	In addition to the conditions for the goods being imported, non-commodity concerns must be assessed including container cleanliness, packaging and destination concerns, and may be subject to inspection and treatment on arrival. Please refer to the Non-Commodity Cargo Clearance BICON case for further information. 

	r.
	[bookmark: da462531-5069-4472-bd8f-5bb46d468969][bookmark: a0ee46d6-2739-42b4-b37a-3d3040015c40][bookmark: a54cc708-d337-436a-9b9a-8d4afe4d7490][bookmark: c9c1ffa3-2cbb-48ba-84bc-86b2e9f908f7][bookmark: 2963b067-42bb-4002-b22e-2318466f5773]Once biosecurity requirements have been met, it is the importer's responsibility to ensure that all imported food complies with the Imported Food Control Act 1992 including Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code. Consignments of food may be referred for inspection and analysis under the Imported Food Inspection Scheme to verify compliance. Some foods, such as beef and raw milk cheese, are not permitted to be imported without government certification. 


[bookmark: _Toc256000029]On-Arrival Assessment
The following table lists the possible onshore outcomes for this import scenario:
[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77t1]Table 1: 
	Onshore Outcomes
	Section

	Goods arriving as full container load sea freight
	All requirements met
	1.2.1

	
	All requirements not met
	1.2.2

	Goods arriving as less than container load
	All requirements met
	1.2.3

	
	All requirements not met
	1.2.4

	Goods arriving as air freight
	All requirements met
	Packing verification conducted by departmental officer
	1.2.5

	
	
	Packaging verification conducted under verification of packaging for airfreight perishables AA
	1.2.6

	
	All requirements not met
	1.2.7

	Goods arriving as break bulk, bulk cargo sea freight, mail or passenger baggage
	1.2.8


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77662][bookmark: fee8582faeae4fca842a20e890aa0923]Goods arriving as full container load sea freight — All requirements met
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Inspection
The goods must be subject to an inspection to verify that secure seals remain intact.
	AA Site:
	2.4 - Fresh Fruit and Vegetables and Cut Flowers




	c.
	Inspection
The fresh produce will be inspected by a biosecurity officer.
	AA Site:
	2.4 - Fresh Fruit and Vegetables and Cut Flowers




	d.
	Release
The department will release the goods once all of the biosecurity requirements have been met.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77750][bookmark: 6b20db5530f3417cb78b2ec7377253b2]Goods arriving as full container load sea freight — All requirements not met
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Hold
Please contact Client Contact Group Canberra (Appendix 1) for further information.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77663][bookmark: 91b1125b4d1f49d69b32b6f8ce627fe5]Goods arriving as less than container load — All requirements met
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Inspection
The fresh produce will be inspected by a biosecurity officer.
	AA Site:
	2.4 - Fresh Fruit and Vegetables and Cut Flowers




	c.
	Release
The department will release the goods once all of the biosecurity requirements have been met.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77749][bookmark: 8e196305873f47e6ab0b7b7269181a7c]Goods arriving as less than container load — All requirements not met
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Hold
Please contact Client Contact Group Canberra (Appendix 1) for further information.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77152][bookmark: b584ec5b061d401594abfbad9d8cb642]Goods arriving as air freight — All requirements met — Packing verification conducted by departmental officer
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Verification inspection
A biosecurity officer must verify the integrity of the consignment prior to movement to the nominated approved arrangement site for inspection. 
	AA Site:
	1.2 - Class A Air Cargo Terminal and Air Freight Depot Operations (Unrestricted)




	c.
	Inspection
The fresh produce will be inspected by a biosecurity officer.
	AA Sites:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office
2.4 - Fresh Fruit and Vegetables and Cut Flowers




	d.
	Release
The department will release the goods once all of the biosecurity requirements have been met.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77483][bookmark: bd999375b7bb49dca9663bde4f098067]Goods arriving as air freight — All requirements met — Packaging verification conducted under verification of packaging for airfreight perishables AA
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Packaging verification inspection by approved arrangement (Class 2.41)
[bookmark: 7480a192-7c31-4fb3-b5e4-df662ec965ff]The goods are subject to packaging integrity verification prior to movement in accordance with the class 2.41 approved arrangement requirements.
	AA Site:
	1.2 - Class A Air Cargo Terminal and Air Freight Depot Operations (Unrestricted)




	c.
	Inspection
The fresh produce will be inspected by a biosecurity officer.
	AA Sites:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office
2.4 - Fresh Fruit and Vegetables and Cut Flowers




	d.
	Release
The department will release the goods once all of the biosecurity requirements have been met.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c77751][bookmark: 54da9506da68482c946620dee12d6a47]Goods arriving as air freight — All requirements not met
	a.
	Present all documentation
The importer or nominated agent must present all required documentation to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of the import procedure.
	AA Site:
	20.0 - Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Regional Office




	b.
	Hold
Please contact Client Contact Group Canberra (Appendix 1) for further information.


[bookmark: a7b7bf7dbb0248a2b36155b369746c771124][bookmark: 19ca478edee74487bc71e3080578d134]Goods arriving as break bulk, bulk cargo sea freight, mail or passenger baggage
 
	
	
	This mode of arrival is not commonly used with this consignment type. As a result, Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment biosecurity has not developed decision support for this arrival mode. Please either choose an alternative arrival mode or contact the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment for further information.


 


[bookmark: Appendix_1_1][bookmark: _Toc256000005][bookmark: _Toc256000016][bookmark: _Toc256000030]Appendix 1: Contact details: Client Contact Group Canberra
Client Contact Group Canberra

Phone: 1800 900 090

[bookmark: 03c9f96c-8d8c-4ffe-bbb4-246777768ea1]Email: imports@agriculture.gov.au
[bookmark: _+SCINAMEAPPENDIXREF_][bookmark: _Toc256000006][bookmark: _Toc256000017][bookmark: _Toc256000031]Appendix 2: Scientific Names
This appendix provides a list of Scientific Names that are covered by, or excluded from, this case.
Included Scientific Names
	Dimocarpus longan
	Litchi chinensis
	



[bookmark: _Toc256000007][bookmark: _Toc256000018][bookmark: _Toc256000032]Appendix 3: Documentation Requirements
The information below describes the requirements for documentation presented to the Department of Agriculture to support the risk assessment of imported goods.
Phytosanitary certificate
A certificate issued by the NPPO of the country of origin to attest that plants, plant products or other regulated articles meet the phytosanitary import requirements of Australia. This certificate is signed by the NPPO (representative from the National Plant Protection Organisation) from the country of origin (or processing) and includes all relevant statements as required by the import conditions. 
	a.
	Complete - All prescribed information required to be on a document must be present and complete. Additional prescribed information below:
1. [bookmark: fd461f2c-0f7e-4b1e-8a08-3524de59b44e]The phytosanitary certificate must comply with information on the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) website.
2. The document must be issued by the National Plant Protection Organisation (NPPO) of the issuing country.
3. The document must contain the name of the country of origin of the goods.
4. The name of the importing country must appear on the certificate.
5. The document must contain the name of exporter. The exporter's name combined with the importer's name may be used as the consignment link.
6. The document must contain the address of the exporter. Where applicable it should also include the State or Territory and the postcode.
7. The document must contain consignor details (including name and address).
8. The certificate must contain the number/quantity and description of the packages.
9. Distinguishing marks may be indicated on the certificate.
10. The document must contain the declared means of conveyance. Terms such as "sea, air, road, rail, mail and passenger" should be used.
11. The document must contain the declared point of entry. This should be the first point of arrival in the country of final destination, or if not known, the country name.
12. The document must identify plants and plant products using accepted scientific names, at least to genus level but preferably to species level.
13. The document must include a description and quantity of goods.
14. Additional declarations should only be those containing information required by the importing country and not otherwise noted on the certificate. Additional declarations should be kept to a minimum and be concise.
15. Each certificate must contain a unique identification number.
16. Treatments indicated should only be those which are acceptable to the importing country and are performed in the exporting country or in-transit to meet the phytosanitary requirements of the importing country.
17. The document must include the name of the endorsing officer.
18. The phytosanitary certificate must have been issued no more than six months prior to the date of export, unless otherwise specified.
19. All documents must be signed by a representative of the body issuing the document.
20. Although the preferred language is English, phytosanitary certificates may be accepted in one of the IPPC recognised languages under the ISPM 12.
21. The document must contain the mandatory declaration:
"This is to certify that the plants, plant products or other regulated articles described herein have been inspected and/or tested according to appropriate official procedures and are considered to be free from the quarantine pests specified by the importing contracting party and to conform with the current phytosanitary requirements of the importing contracting party, including those for regulated non-quarantine pests."
22. The certificate must contain the official seal, stamp or mark identifying the issuing NPPO.

	b.
	Legible - All prescribed information required to be on a document must be legible.

	c.
	Valid - Many documents, such as import permits, are valid for a certain period. Presented documents must comply with the validity requirements specified for that class of document.

	d.
	In English - All information required to be on a document must be in English. Exceptions to this rule include:
1. company letterheads that do not need to be translated into English but must be in English characters.
2. commercial, transport and government certification that are required to comply with international standard formats.
3. signatures and names of individuals.
Where a document cannot be provided in English, an affidavit will be accepted from either:
1. that country’s consulate in Australia.
2. the Australian embassy in the country of origin.
3. a translator accredited by the National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters Ltd.

	e.
	Free from erasures and alterations - All prescribed information on the document must be free from erasures and alterations unless endorsed by the issuer of the document. The only acceptable endorsement is a company stamp or seal signed by the company employee (including printed name) or a government stamp or seal signed by a government employee (including printed name) applied adjacent to the alteration. 

	f.
	Multiple page documents - Multi page document must:
· include individual reference numbers/numerical link on ALL pages of the document.
For example, commercial invoices (or similar) must contain the documents individual reference number or numerical link on each page of the document.
· contain an endorsement on the final page of the document, following the information that is being endorsed.
Note: where a document has noted attachments, the attachments can follow the endorsement. 

	g.
	Endorsed - All documents must be endorsed by a representative of the organisation or corporation issuing the document. An endorsement must:
1. be an acceptable signature or stamp as defined in the Definitions section of this policy
2. appear after the information that the signatory is endorsing.
Where a document has noted attachments, the endorsement can be made before the attachments.

	h.
	Date of issue - All documents must identify the date of issue and is to include the day, month and year. Packing declarations may contain vessel/voyage number which can be used in lieu of the date of issue. 



 
	
	
	[bookmark: bb6fe122-1577-4cea-b898-9ec804b0d8a3]For further information, please refer to the Minimum documentary and import declaration requirements policy.
Note: Government certification received via the e-Cert system for imported cargo is excluded from the documentation requirements outlined in the Minimum Documentary and Import Declaration Requirements Policy and Non-Commodity Information Requirements Policy.


 
Irradiation treatment certificate
A certificate for goods that have been irradiated prior to arrival in Australian territory by an approved provider. This document includes the treatment provider’s letterhead, a description and quantity of the items treated and details of the treatment. This document is signed by the treatment provider and links to the consignment being imported. 

	a.
	Complete - All prescribed information required to be on a document must be presented and complete. Additional prescribed information listed below:
1. The document must include the treatment providers' letterhead including name and physical address.
2. The document must include the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment identification number (AIN) or equivalent.
3. The document must include a description of goods / packaging treated.
4. The document must detail the quantity / volume of goods/packaging treated.
5. The document must include the date of treatment.
6. The document must include any additional specific statements as required by the import conditions for the goods.
7. The document must include the dosage in kGray or Mrad of the treatment.

	b.
	Legible - All prescribed information required to be on a document must be legible.

	c.
	Valid - Many documents, such as import permits, are valid for a certain period. Presented documents must comply with the validity requirements specified for that class of document.

	d.
	In English - All information required to be on a document must be in English. Exceptions to this rule include:
1. company letterheads that do not need to be translated into English but must be in English characters.
2. commercial, transport and government certification that are required to comply with international standard formats.
3. signatures and names of individuals.
Where a document cannot be provided in English, an affidavit will be accepted from either:
1. that country’s consulate in Australia.
2. the Australian embassy in the country of origin.
3. a translator accredited by the National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters Ltd.

	e.
	Free from erasures and alterations - All prescribed information on the document must be free from erasures and alterations unless endorsed by the issuer of the document. The only acceptable endorsement is a company stamp or seal signed by the company employee (including printed name) or a government stamp or seal signed by a government employee (including printed name) applied adjacent to the alteration. 

	f.
	Multiple page documents - Multi page document must:
· include individual reference numbers/numerical link on ALL pages of the document.
For example, commercial invoices (or similar) must contain the documents individual reference number or numerical link on each page of the document.
· contain an endorsement on the final page of the document, following the information that is being endorsed.
Note: where a document has noted attachments, the attachments can follow the endorsement. 

	g.
	Endorsed - All documents must be endorsed by a representative of the organisation or corporation issuing the document. An endorsement must:
1. be an acceptable signature or stamp as defined in the Definitions section of this policy
2. appear after the information that the signatory is endorsing.
Where a document has noted attachments, the endorsement can be made before the attachments.

	h.
	Date of issue - All documents must identify the date of issue and is to include the day, month and year. Packing declarations may contain vessel/voyage number which can be used in lieu of the date of issue. 

	i.
	Consignment specific link - All documents presented to the department for assessment must have a unique consignment-specific link. Examples of consignment identification include: 
· container numbers
· bill numbers
· commercial invoice numbers
· lot codes
· preferential tariff certificate numbers
· packing list numbers
· letter of credit numbers.
Where a document does not contain one of the accepted forms of consignment identification, a numerical link to another document that does contain appropriate consignment identification must be present.
Examples of acceptable numerical links include:
· order numbers
· reference numbers
· any other internal reference numbers used by overseas companies
· vessel/voyage references.
Numerical links alone cannot be used as consignment identification links.
Unacceptable numerical links are references that could be present in previous or subsequent consignments and relate to a model, type or standardised item number. Examples of unacceptable numerical links include:
· number of packages
· weights
· dates
· stockkeeping unit
· item codes.
Annual packing declarations are exempt from having consignment-specific links.



 
	
	
	[bookmark: 6ff8b25e-7207-4bee-b7c1-0f05d7c5b70a]For further information, please refer to the Minimum documentary and import declaration requirements policy.


 
[bookmark: Appendix_4][bookmark: _Toc256000008][bookmark: _Toc256000019][bookmark: _Toc256000033]Appendix 4: References
This appendix contains a consolidated list of referenced items:

Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code
1. http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/Pages/default.aspx
beef
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/inspection-compliance/bse_food_safety_requirements_for_beef
Biosecurity Charges Imposition (General) Regulation 2016
1. https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016L00727
Biosecurity Regulation 2016
1. https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2016L00756
Charging guidelines
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/fees/charging-guidelines
class 2.41 approved arrangement requirements
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/arrival/arrangements/sites
FSANZ website
1. http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
Imported Food Control Act 1992
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food
Imported Food Inspection Scheme
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/inspection-compliance/inspection-scheme
imports@agriculture.gov.au
1. mailto:imports@agriculture.gov.au
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) website
1. www.ippc.int
Minimum documentary and import declaration requirements policy
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/arrival/clearance-inspection/documentary-requirements/minimum-document-requirements-policy
raw milk cheese
1. http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/inspection-compliance/rmc
[bookmark: _Toc256000009][bookmark: _Toc256000020][bookmark: _Toc256000034]Appendix 5: Question and Answers
The following table lists the answers you provided about the import(s).
	Import Question
	Your Answer

	Which fruit do you wish to import to Australian territory?
	Lychee

	What is the country of origin?
For a consignment of plants or seeds, the country of origin is considered to be the country where the plants were grown.
	Viet Nam
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